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Email: cfernan@fiu.edu(always include the course ID
- IDH3034 in the subject line of your email)

Office: MANGO 640

Office Hours: Virtual and by appointment via Zoom 

Turn Around for emails: 24-48 business hours

This course will examine how literacy has evolved in the twenty-first century. Supposedly, no one
reads or writes anymore. But if that’s the case, what are we all doing while we “waste time” on the
internet? We will explore the ways in which we read and write in our daily lives using the internet. We’ll
turn a critical eye to what we’re finding online, so that we won’t fall prey to all the content out there.
And we will examine our micro-obsessions together, using the internet in all its glory to research and
develop new content. The students will take turns being the teacher as together we shape a highly-
customized digital education and, on the way, learn how to adapt to twenty-first century literacy skills. 

 

By the end of this course, you will be able to:

1. Identify the ways in which you “waste time” on the Internet.
2. Determine the skills needed for twenty-first century literacy.
3. Using the skills the class determines are needed for twenty-first century literacy, analyze content

online for validity and relevance.
4. Create original work online based on your identified micro-obsession.
5. Evaluate each other’s content in order to use the power of collaboration to improve your writing.
6. Create and deliver a presentation online.

 

Syllabus
IDH3035 - 21st Century Literacy: The Internet and Micro-Obsessions 

Prof. Claudia Fernandez

Course Time Zone | Eastern Standard Time (EST). Course due dates are according to this time zone. 

Instructor Information

Course Description

Course Objectives

Important Policies

mailto:cfernan@fiu.edu


5/5/2021 21st Century Syllabus: IDH3034 RVEA 1215

https://fiu.instructure.com/courses/105465/pages/21st-century-syllabus 2/6

Before starting this course, please review the following pages:

Policies
Netiquette
Technical Requirements and Skills
Accessibility and Accommodation
Panthers Care & Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS)
Academic Misconduct Statement
Inclusivity Statement

 

Course Prerequisites

The only prerequisite for this course is admission into the Honors College. 

 

Expectations of this Course

This is an online course, which means most (if not all) of the course work will be conducted online.
Expectations for performance in an online course are the same for a traditional course. In fact, online
courses require a degree of self-motivation, self-discipline, and technology skills which can make
these courses more demanding for some students.

Students are expected to:

review the getting started page  located in the course modules;
introduce yourself to the class  during the first week by posting a self-introduction in the
appropriate discussion;
take the practice quiz  to ensure that your computer is compatible with the learning management
system, Canvas;
interact  online with instructor and peers;
review  and follow the course calendar and weekly outlines;
log in  to the course 3 times   per week;
attend  online synchronous Zoom sessions;
respond  to discussions by the due date specified. No late work will be accepted;
respond to emails within 2 days;
submit  assignments by the corresponding deadline.

The instructor will:

log in  to the course 3 times per week;
respond  to discussion postings within 7 days   of the deadline;
respond  to emails within 24-48 business hours;
grade  assignments within 7 days of the assignment deadline.

 

No textbook will be required for this course.  
All resources and readings will be available through Canvas on the Modules page. 

 

Textbook & Course Material

https://fiu.instructure.com/courses/105465/pages/policies
https://online.fiu.edu/html/canvas/policies/
https://fiu.instructure.com/courses/105465/pages/technical-requirements-and-skills
https://fiu.instructure.com/courses/105465/pages/accessibility-and-accommodation
https://fiu.instructure.com/courses/105465/pages/panthers-care-and-counseling-and-psychological-services-caps
https://fiu.instructure.com/courses/105465/pages/academic-misconduct-statement
https://fiu.instructure.com/courses/105465/pages/inclusivity-statement
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 Course Communication

Communication in this course will take place via email. If you need to communicate with me, email me
at cfernan@fiu.eduand always put the course ID, IDH3034, in the subject line. Do NOT send me a
message through the Canvas Inbox, it will get lost.

Check out the Canvas Conversations Tutorial or  Canvas Guideto learn how to communicate with
your instructor and peers using Announcements and D iscussions.

I will use Canvas Announcements to communicate to the class in general, please make sure
your notifications are properly set up so you can receive these announcements to your email. 

I will respond to all emails within 24-48 business hours.

 

 Yellowdig Conversations (formerly known as discussions)

Keep in mind that your postings can be seen by other members of the course. Care should be taken
when determining what to post.

Discussions in this course will take place using Yellowdig , an online conversation platform that
integrates with Canvas. You receive points for participating in Yellowdig conversations, and the points
you receive in Yellowdig factor into your final grade. Each week, you should strive to earn 1000 points.
There is a maximum of 1,300 points, meaning you can pick up extra points to make up for not
participating as much during other weeks (life gets in the way sometimes, I get it!). To get an "A" in
Yellowdig, you must have at least 5,700 points by the end of the course. If you reach the weekly max
by the end of each week, you are guaranteed to get an "A" in Yellowdig.

The grading period for Yellowdig will begin on Mondays and end on Sunday nights (11:59 pm). Your
Yellowdig grade is worth 25% of your final grade.

You receive points for interacting and engaging with your peers in the following ways:

Creating a new Post of at least 75 words (280 points)
Writing a Comment on another user's Post of at least 30 words (210 points)
Receiving a Comment on your Post from another user (70 points) - (that's right, make your
comment so interesting that others want to respond and you'll get points)
Receiving a Reaction (Emoji) on your Post or Comment from another user (55 points)

You are encouraged to reward your peers for producing excellent content by commenting on and
reacting to their Posts. In addition, I will reward particularly exemplary Posts and Comments by giving
Accolades. To earn as many points as possible, you are strongly encouraged to contribute to our
Yellowdig Community early and often. Just keep in mind that, once you reach the weekly max, you
cannot earn additional points until the weekly reset deadline: Sunday nights, 11:59 pm.

Yellowdig passes back your Yellowdig grade to Canvas as a proportion that represents your current
pace toward getting an "A" in Yellowdig. Therefore, the points you see in Yellowdig might not match
the points you see in Canvas. If any of this confuses you, just remember: if you end every week with a
Yellowdig grade of 100%, you are guaranteed to get an "A" in Yellowdig.

A few additional recommendations: 

Course Details

mailto:cfernan@fiu.edu
https://vimeo.com/canvaslms/212en
https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-10574-4212710325
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Student-Guide/How-do-I-set-my-Canvas-notification-preferences-as-a-student/ta-p/434
https://www.yellowdig.co/student-experience
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Watch Yellowdig's  brief series of orientation videos .
Peruse the  Learner section  of the Yellowdig Knowledge Base as well as the  Quick Start
Guide  to Yellowdig functions.
If you have any technical questions or are having trouble, send Yellowdig a support ticket here .

 

 Quizzes

In order to mitigate any issues with your computer and online assessments, it is very important that
you take the  Practice Quiz from each computer you will be using to take your graded quizzes and
exams.

During the first module, there will be a (Not Your Average) Grammar and Spelling Quiz - what's a
literacy course without one of those? And a Fact-Checking Quiz. Both of these quizzes will be 10
multiple choice questions worth 1 point each. You'll have two chances to take each one and the
highest score will count. Since they are multiple-choice, they will be automatically graded and you'll
see your score immediately upon completion. Since everyone has two chances to take them, correct
answers will not be available unless requested. They are each worth 5 points. For availability dates,
please see the Course Summary below.

 

 Assignments

There will be four assignments in this course. One group assignment and three individual
assignments. 

Group Assignment: Literacy Skills for the 21st Century
At the end of Module One, you will be assigned to a group with 3-4 other students to work on this
assignment. As a group, you'll be picking a topic from Module One and creating an instagraphic (those
ubiquitous Instagram informational posts). The assignment is split into four parts:

1. Instagraphic Outline (5 point)
2. Peer Review (5 points)
3. Instagraphic Final (5 points)
4. Peer Review (5 points)

For availability dates, please see the Course Summary below.

Part 1 of the assignment is to create an outline of what your assignment will cover. What topic or
topics did the group decide to do, how do you plan to cover it and divide up the work? How many
slides do you anticipate creating? There should be at least one slide per person in the group plus a
slide for sources. The maximum number of slides is 10. Is each person working on a slide or do you
want to divide the work up by task - someone to write the copy, someone else to come up with a
design, etc. You'll be using Canva  to actually create this, so if you want to do some legwork and
figure out what design you'll use, you can add that in as well. Come up with a draft for each slide (This
can be very rough, just an outline of talking points, or even just a couple of words about the point to be
covered. You can iron out your final language as you work on the final in Part. 3). What will each
person be responsible for? I recommend using Google Docs since it's collaborative and everyone can
have a say, but you can sort this all out and write it out however you want. This will be submitted
through an assignment dropbox in Canvas.

Part 2 is a peer review using iPeer. You will rate how your group members performed in this first part
of the assignment. If you notice the grading breakdown above, the peer reviews are worth half of the

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLPoeq1OfO6sOyLP3m-D9I62dq0pUeN49S
https://help.yellowdig.com/hc/en-us/sections/360004076453
https://help.yellowdig.com/hc/en-us/articles/360054476692
https://help.yellowdig.com/hc/en-us/requests/new
https://fiu.instructure.com/courses/105465/quizzes/567110
https://www.canva.com/
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overall group assignment grade. So committing to work with your group and following through in this
course, just like in real life, is important and a big part of your success. If there is any course correction
that needs to be made, now is the time to do it, before Part 3 and Part 4. 

In Part 3, your group will actually produce the instagraphic you planned out. You're going to use an
awesome site called  Canva . Create a free account and then figure out if you'd like one person on the
team to be the lead on the design or if two or more of you want to collaborate on it together. If you
want to collaborate, read about  Canva teams.  Canva has a ton of templates available; some are
free, some require a pro account or cost money. You can stick with the free ones. Look for the
Instagram ones specifically, I want what you create to stick to the very small dimensions of Instagram
posts since it automatically limits how much you can write. This assignment is NOT about meeting a
word count, it's actually quite the opposite. You need to condense these concepts into short, catchy
bits. Most templates only have one page, you will have to add more pages. Have fun with the design
and all of Canva's features!

Part 4 is another peer review using iPeer. Rate your group members one more time based on how
they performed in Part 3. 

A rubric is available on the Assignments pages:

Group Assignment: Instagraphic Outline 
Group Assignment: Instagraphic Final 

 

Individual Assignments
The Anti-Habit Tracker: P roductivity is a buzzy concept right now with everyone keeping bullet
journals and habit trackers. You’re going to keep an anti-habit tracker. You will track certain things you
do on your devices, on the internet or in the digital world and how much time you spend doing it. Then
determine if you really were wasting time in the common sense of that phrase. More details and the
rubric for this assignment is available on the Assignment page. For availability dates, please see the
Course Summary below.

Digital Forensic Investigation: Using your anti-habit tracker and delving a little deeper following your
digital foot prints, this assignment will challenge you to investigate yourself and come up with a profile
of who you are based solely on what you find on your devices. You will pretend to be investigating "the
target" whom you don't know. You have the target's devices (your devices) and you will look for any
information you can find on this person by doing an investigation of thir devices and coming up with
some theories. Will micro-obsessions you didn't even realize you had emerge? Will you confirm other
micro-obsessions? More details and the rubric for this assignment can be found on the Assignment
page. For availability dates, please see the Course Summary below.

Micro-Obsession Project: You will identify a micro-obsession of yours after completing the previous
two assignments and create an information piece about it, for lack of a better term. Based on the
micro-obsession you might make an infographic, another instagraphic, a video (a reel or Tik Tok?), or
a blog post. While not a group project, these will be shared with everyone in the class on Yellowdig.
More details and the rubric for this assignment can be found on the Assignment page. For availability
dates, please see the Course Summary below.

 

 Live Class Sessions 

Zoom is a video conference tool that you can use to interact with your professor and fellow students
by sharing screens, chatting, broadcasting live video/audio, and taking part in other interactive online
activities. We will be utilizing this tool to conduct class sessions.

https://www.canva.com/
https://www.canva.com/features/teams/
https://fiu.instructure.com/courses/105465/assignments/1326414
https://fiu.instructure.com/courses/105465/assignments/1326413
https://fiu.instructure.com/courses/105465/assignments/1326408
https://fiu.instructure.com/courses/105465/assignments/1326412
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Zoom Meetings will be held on the following dates/time:

Tuesday, May 25, 8:30 pm - 9:30 pm
Thursday, June 17, 8:30 pm - 9:30 pm

Zoom meetings can be accessed via the Zoom link in the course navigation menu. Once you click on
the Zoom link, it will route you to join the meeting for the respective class session. You will also be
able to view upcoming meetings, previous meetings that you have already joined, and meeting
recordings. Before joining an actual class session:

Reference the Zoom Student Tutorials  to learn about the tool, how to access your meeting room,
and share your screen.
Access the Zoom Test Meeting Room  to test out the software before joining an actual session.

If you encounter any technical difficulties, please contact the FIU Canvas Help Team . Please ensure
you contact support immediately upon the issue occurring.

 

 Grading
Course Requirements

Course Requirements Total Points available

Grammar Quiz 5

Fact-Checking Quiz 5

YellowDig Conversations 25
Group Assignment - Literacy Skills for the 21st Century
(assignment AND peer review) 20

Anti-Habit Tracker 10

Digital Forensics Investigation 10

Micro-Obsession Presentation 25

Total 100

 

Letter Grade Distribution Table
Letter Range (%) Letter Range (%) Letter Range (%)

A 95 or above B 83 - 86 C 70 - 76
A- 90 - 94 B- 80 - 82 D 60 - 69
B+ 87 - 89 C+ 77 - 79 F 59 or less

 

The course is outlined in Modules. Everything you need to read, watch and complete can be found
there, in order. You can find specific due dates in the Course Summary below.

Course Calendar

https://fiuhelp.force.com/canvas/s/article/Zoom-students
https://zoom.us/test
https://canvas.fiu.edu/support/
https://fiu.instructure.com/courses/105465/modules

