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Overall Course Description

The Honors College Seminars: Aesthetics, Values, and Authority, examine the aesthetic underpinnings of
culture and foundations of what commonly are held to be “western values.” Discussions will focus not
only on these paradigms, but on the authority and power relationships associated with them. This
course aims to fulfill the goals of the global learning initiative. Innovative pedagogical strategies will be
utilized to raise students’ awareness of the interrelatedness of local, global, international, and
intercultural issues. The interdisciplinary nature of the Honors College will facilitate students’ ability to
develop a multi-perspective analysis of local, global, international, and intercultural problems, as well as
their willingness to engage in problem solving in diverse settings.

Specific Course Description

Cambodia and Vietnam are two small countries on the other side of the world that loom large in recent
American history and continue to influence the direction of American actions on the geopolitical front,
reflecting the strong influence of the American experience in Southeast Asia from 1945 to 1990.
Studying and visiting these countries is therefore a way for students to understand others and
themselves more fully.

The spring course, designed to prepare students for their five-week* study abroad in Southeast Asia,
focuses on three main aspects:

e This course covers the history, culture, and art of Vietnam, Cambodia, and Thailand,
exploring their influence on the region's geography and politics, and how they
evolved into key players in Southeast Asia. For Vietnam, the focus is on its 2,000-year
history, with particular attention to the three Vietnamese wars (1945-1975), the
enduring legacy of the Vietnam War, and contemporary Vietnamese society,
including economics and popular culture. For Cambodia, the course traces its rise as
a regional empire under the Khmer Empire, with a focus on the cultural and political
significance of Angkor Wat, the impact of the Khmer Rouge and the Killing Fields, and
the country’s current challenges and opportunities. The history of Thailand is
examined through its development from early kingdoms to a modern monarchy,
with an emphasis on its political stability and unique.

e English as a second language. This course will incorporate English for Speakers of
Other Languages (ESOL) approaches to prepare students for their service experience,
working with Cambodian students to help them improve their English language
comprehension level and speaking skills.

e Community impact. This course uses a project-based learning approach to help
students develop a project that meaningfully impacts the Cambodian people they
will interact with while staying in Siem Reap.

The summer course takes students through Southeast Asia. Arriving in Bangkok, Thailand for
a short visit there then, to Vietnam, visiting important cultural sites and places of historical
significance critical to understanding the events that shaped Vietnamese society and culture
over the centuries, as well as those that helped shape the U.S. during its long military
involvement in Southeast Asia. Second, to Cambodia, exploring Khmer Rouge history and its
Killing Fields and touring some of the major Angkor temple sites, viewing in person the



evolution of the unique Khmer artistry over a 500-year span, which makes it today a World
Heritage Site and offers a unique insight into the evolution of an empire and its eventual fall
into ruins. During this course, students will teach English to Cambodian students, explore
Siem Reap culture and society, and reflect on their travel experience.

Course Objectives

e Students will be able to appreciate/describe/identify the history, culture, and
geography of Southeast Asia.

e Expose students to Southeast Asia's cultural diversity, including the influence of
various religions and philosophies on Southeast Asian societies.

e Highlight the driving forces behind the Southeast Asian conflicts of the recent past
from 1945 to 1990 and their influence on Southeast Asia.

e Prepare students to better understand the roots of ethnic and political conflicts
through a better understanding of cultural background that can influence the
outcome of conflict resolution by peaceful means.

e Introduce students to the culture and society of contemporary Cambodia, Vietnam,
and Thailand.

e Prepare students for the teaching service portion of the course.
e Engage students in projects designed to impact the people they will meet.

e Expose students to history and sites that will stimulate reflections about themselves
and others.

Honors College SLOs

Research
SLO.R.3: Communicate results fluently orally or in writing.

Community Engagement and Leadership
SLO.C.3: Demonstrate willingness to engage in local, global, international, or intercultural
problem solving.

Guidelines for Written Work

e Be turned in at the beginning of class on the specified dates. No late work will be
accepted.

o All papers to be submitted as digital Word documents.

e Double space and 12-pt font. Student names should be at the top of each page.
e Include page numbers.

e Have the following margins: 1” for the top, bottom, left, and right.

e Respect the word requirement. Assignments that are shorter than required will be
penalized. Assignments that are longer are welcomed but should remain close to the
recommended length.



e Your writing should be free of grammatical errors. Take advantage of tools such as
Grammarly.

e Do not use Al to generate content for your writing (we can tell). Be careful with new
tools in Microsoft Word and Grammarly, which sometimes use Al to generate new
text for you beyond grammatical edits.

Faculty and Support Staff

Program Director
Cory Fairfield
Cfairfie@fiu.edu / O: 305-348-2219

My name is Cory Fairfield, and I've been part of the FIU community for over ten years. |
started my academic journey here at Florida International University, where | completed both
my undergraduate and graduate degrees. Currently, I'm working towards my Ed.D in Adult
Education and Human Resource Development and expect to graduate in Fall 2026.

Aside from a little bit of teaching, | currently work full-time at FIU as the Associate Director of
Academic Support Services for CARTA and am well-versed in what you all are going through
as undergraduate students. In my free time, | enjoy exploring new places to eat, exercising,
and spending time with my wife and daughter. | am also an avid gamer and enjoy watching
the latest movies in theaters.

For context, | am also a graduate of the Honors College, where | had the opportunity to
participate in both the Costa Rica program and the Thailand, Cambodia, and Vietnam
program in 2015 and 2016. Additionally, I've completed a number of other study abroad
programs, including in the Bahamas and Germany. This will be my 2" year teaching this
specific program.

Program Co-director
Eloisa Rodriguez-Dod
Elrodrig@fiu.edu/ O: 305-348-3245
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Eloisa C. Rodriguez-Dod, Professor of Law, joined the FIU College of Law in 2012. Prior to joining FIU, she was a
Professor of Law at NSU College of Law, where she also served as the Academic Director of its University of
Barcelona dual-degree program. Dean Rodriguez-Dod has been selected “Professor of the Year” at both law
schools and, in 2016, was the recipient of the university-wide FIU Faculty Award for Excellence in Teaching. She is
a recognized authority in property, estates, elder law, and real estate transactions.

Before joining academia, Dean Rodriguez-Dod practiced law at White & Case. She graduated cum laude from the
University of Miami Law School, where she was Special Features and Reports Editor of the Inter-American Law
Review and inducted into Order of the Coif. She holds a B.A. in International Marketing & Finance from the
University of Miami, where she graduated magna cum laude, and an M.B.A. from Florida International University.

Dean Rodriguez-Dod’s scholarship focuses on the necessary balancing of autonomy versus societal goals. Her
work includes books, monographs, book chapters, and law review articles. She has been cited, quoted, and
excerpted in texts, scholarly books, articles, academic blogs, and leading treatises. She is frequently invited to
speak at panels and legal conferences.

In addition to her service to FIU, Dean Rodriguez-Dod also has a strong commitment to national legal education
organizations. She has served on the Audit Committee of the Law School Admissions Council and on American
Bar Association site evaluation teams. She is also past Chair and member of the Executive Committee of the
Association of American Law Schools Section on Minority Groups.

Southeast Asia Specialist
Harry Roberge

Harry is the prior Program Director of this program as well as a Vietnam War veteran who will
be with us during our time abroad in Summer A. Harry worked as an interpreter and
translator for the Army during the war and has been living and working in SE Asia for 20
years. He currently lives in Thailand and has traveled extensively through Vietnam, Cambodia,
Thailand, Laos, Myanmar, the Philippines, and Indonesia. He is currently directing work for an
NGO in sponsoring the education of underprivileged Cambodian children. He has spent the
last 15 years introducing people to SE Asian history and culture by acting as a guide for small
groups wishing to get an inside view of the uniqueness of each country, its people, culture,
and the role these countries have played in the geopolitical history of the United States, the
Soviet Union and China.



Spring (C) Course

Meet Tuesdays & Thursdays 5:00 pm — 6:15 pm in the classroom.

Required Reading Material

e Neher, Clark: Southeast Asia: Crossroads of the World 2"¢ edition. ISBN-10:
087580641

e Elliott, Mai: The Sacred Willow: Four Generations in the Life of a Vietnamese Family.
ISBN-10: 019061451X

e Brinkley, Joel: Cambodia’s Curse. ISBN-10: 1610391837

e Students will be required to read assigned articles throughout the course. These
articles will be free to access and assigned occasionally throughout the semester.

Note: the above-listed books are not typically available through the FIU bookstore but are
readily available from online sellers as used books that are very inexpensive.

Honors College SLOs

Research
SLO.R.3: Communicate results fluently orally or in writing.

Community Engagement and Leadership
SLO.C.3: Demonstrate willingness to engage in local, global, international, or intercultural
problem solving.

Course Grading

Attendance Individual 10
pts
Research paper and individual 30 Final papehr due
t
presentation pts March 10
Lesson plan portfolio Individual or Group 20 pts Due April 9t
English Language Institution . Must be completed
Observations Individual 10pts by April 9"
In-class participation,
. . 10
presentations, and Individual
. . pts
discussions
Due date of Final
2 .
Community project Group 0 Exam (Week of April
ptS 20th)

Attendance (10 Points — Individual): Students are expected to attend class on time. To
participate, you must be there, so attendance is mandatory. Tardiness is disrespectful and
disruptive. After 15 minutes and/or if it becomes a problem, students will receive a 0.5 point
deduction to their 10 point attendance grade. Homework refers to the readings and reports
not included in the different sections listed below.



Students will receive a 2-point deduction to their 10 point attendance grade per unexcused
absence. Students who miss four classes will receive a 0 on attendance and are subject to an
automatic "F" in the course. Absences may be deemed as excused with prior notice to the
instructors with documented justification.

In-class participation, presentations, and discussions (10 Points — Individual): Students are
expected to read/watch assigned materials and engage in class discussions. Students will also
give multiple presentations throughout the semester including but not limited to their lesson
plans, community project, and research papers. Students may also be asked to give
impromptu/informal presentations on topics discussed in class.

Research Paper and Presentation (30 Points - Individual): Students will develop a research
paper based on their specific interests related to the course content. Each paper should have
a clear thesis that is supported by research findings. Papers should be written in APA format
and include at least five credible resources from sites such as Google Scholar, FIU Library,
JSTOR, and other academic journals.

Students will first submit a 1-2-page proposal that must be approved by the instructors. After
approval, students will conduct secondary research on their chosen topic and submit a
minimum 2,000-word paper. The paper should clearly showcase the student’s findings,
analysis, and conclusions. Papers will be evaluated based on the following criteria:

e The breadth and depth of secondary research conducted
e The quality and originality of the research, analysis, and conclusions

e The quality of the paper, including clear and well-supported arguments, sound
grammar, and absence of typos

e Structure, clarity, and organization of the paper

Presentations on research papers will occur throughout the semester, with each presentation
aligning with a specific class's theme. Presentations should be 20-30 minutes in length and be
evaluated based on the following criteria:

e Communication of research and results that include the research question(s),
methodology, key findings, main takeaways, and any implications

e The clarity and coherence of the presentation: avoiding filler woods, use of
appropriate pacing, clear organization of thoughts

e The student’s engagement and presentation skills, demonstrating confidence, good
eye contact, and strong delivery

e The use of a secondary element (PowerPoint, Prezi, poster board, props, etc.)

Students will either draw for their presentation order or have the option to sign up
voluntarily. The idea is to provide students the opportunity to explore specialized topics and
share their findings with the class. All research papers will be due on the same date, to be
determined.



Lesson Plan Portfolio (20 Points — Individual or Partners): Students will create a curriculum
outline for onsite instruction during the summer semester at the Siem Reap school. The
lesson plan will be developed throughout the spring semester and submitted prior to
departure. Each student will submit 1 compressed (.zip) folder with the following contents:

1. An overview page of curriculum that includes a list of all lessons submitted and a list
of all materials needed

2. Lesson plans sufficient to span 13 days of teaching, 26 1-hour classes, that include
teaching objectives, activities, and topics defined

3. Activity worksheets as needed

English Language Institute observation hours (10 Points - individual): On their own time,
students will perform 10 hours of tutoring at the FIU Institute for English Language (ELI).
Proof will need to be presented to the faculty to obtain points.

Community Project (20 Points - Group): Throughout the semester, students, in groups of 3-4,
will work on developing a project that they will then implement on the trip. The goal is to
develop a project that, when implemented, will positively impact the people in Siem Reap.
The project can focus on Cambodian students or the partnering school but does not have to.
By the end of the spring semester, each group will have fully developed a project proposal,
implementation plan, and strategies for measuring success. Project development will occur
both during and outside of class time. Each group is required to provide updates over the
course of the spring semester and give a final presentation on their project.

Students will be evaluated based on:

e Their contribution to team discussions, tasks, and project realization
e The strategies and processes put in place to develop a meaningful project

e The willingness, resourcefulness, and dependability shown through the project
development and realization

e The depth of the project selected and developed.
e The feasibility of project success based on implementation plan timeline and budget.

Extra Credit Opportunities: Several extra credit opportunities will be available throughout
the semester. These may include:

e Attending an approved presentation of research (thesis defense, conference, etc.)
e Proof of appointment with FIU’s Writing Center while composing Research Paper
e Proof of meeting with FIU Librarian while composing Research Paper

e Attending an event at FIU’s Frost Art Museum

e Supplemental discussion threads on Canvas

Tentative Course Calendar




Tuesdays & Thursdays 5:00 pm — 6:15 pm, GC XXX

Introduction to the course, syllabus review, and

Confirm passport applications and book flights

1/6 | . . . . . . .
/ discussion of major assignments for trip + start reading SE Asian Crossroads
1/8 Overview of Southeast Asia's geographical, Watch assigned Documentary; coordinate
political, and cultural landscape dates for Pho / Pad Thai dinners
Early kingd d trad tworks of . . I N
1/13 arly «ng or’ps and trade networks o Watch assigned clips on Animism + Hinduism
Southeast Asia
A.mm.lsm & Hlndglsm |n.SE Asia Watch assigned clips on Sukhothai and Lan Na
1/15 | Finalize community project groups & e .
. + "Fun" articles on Ram Khamhaeng Inscription
brainstorm
Introduction to Thailand: Early history,
1/20 Kingdoms, and cultural foundations Teaching English as a Second Language Article
Research paper topics due & date Review & Discussion Post
signup/drawing
Watch assigned clips on Vietham under
1/22 Guest lecture: Teaching English as a Second Chinese Rule + Submit written status report on
Language all major assignments (Community Service,
Lesson Plans, Research Paper)
Introduction to Vietnam: Early history & time
1/27 )
under Chinese rule
1/29 Informal group presentations on cultural Watch assigned clips on Confucianism and
project progress, workshopping with peers Daoism
23 Confucianism & Daoism in SE Asia Review assigned articles on teaching english as
Class time to work on research outline/paper a second language
Teaching strategies and classroom
2/5 | management for Southeast Asia Watch assigned clips on early Cambodia
Research paper outline/draft due
. . Watch assigned clips on Vietnams
Vietnams Independence and the rise of the Ly, ¢ '8 cip Y
. Independence + Submit written status report
2/10 | Tran, and Le Dynasties . . ) .
. . on all major assignments (Community Service,
1. Student research topic presentation
Lesson Plans, Research Paper)
Introduction to Cambodia: Funan, Chenla, and
the Angkor civilizati
2/12 € Angor clviization . . Readings of Zhou Daguans accounts*
2. Student research topic presentation
Book due: SE Asia: Crossroads of the World
; - —
The Khmer Empire: Rise and fall, architecture, Watch assigned CII.pS on I.3uddh|.sm
. Prepare Community Project Brief to share
2/17 | and cultural legacies

3. Student research topic presentation

with presenters ahead of their visit. No more
than 1 page.




Theravada & Mahayana Buddhism in SE Asia

2/19 A Sy Prepare questions for panel discussions
SPRING BREAK — NO CLASS
2/24
2/26 | SPRING BREAK — NO CLASS Complete selected Ken Burns episodes
3/3 | Panel discussion on leading community projects Complete selected Ken Burns episodes
16th century th h colonial period: Viet . . .
3/5 centryThrotgh co onla. e |e. nam Prepare questions for book discussion
5. Student research topic presentation
Book Di ion: Th will
3/10 _oo iscussion: The Sacred Willow Frost Art Museum artwork research
Final research paper due
16th century through colonial period:
3/12 | Cambodia
6. Student research topic presentation
3/17 Visit to the Frost Art Museum - presentations | Submit written status report on Lesson Plans
on selected artwork and Community Service Project
3/19 16th century through colonial period: Thailand
7. Student research topic presentation
8. Student research topic presentation
3/24 | Progress updates on community project
Class time to work on major assignments
Vietnam's struggle for independence and the
3/26 | war with France Complete assigned reflection questions
9. Student research topic presentation
The Vietnam/American War: Cultural, political,
3/31 | and social impact on Vietnam and the U.S. Watch: "First they Killed My Father" movie
10. Student research topic presentation
The Khmer Rouge and Cambodia's tragedy . .
4/2 | f Thail
/ 11. Student research topic presentation MEIEPEMEFEIL 0! O U B (el
Thailand today: Political evolution in the 20th
4/7 | century and cultural implications
12. Student research tOpiC presentation |ndependent review of Vietnam today
Vietnam today: Economic reforms,
lobalizati d cultural identit
4/9 e e.n v . Independent review of Cambodia today
13. Student research topic presentation
Lesson Plan Portfolio Due
Cambodia today: Recovery, development, and
4/14 | national identity Prepare questions for book discussion

14. Student research topic presentation

4/16

Book Discussion: Cambodia's Curse




TBD | Final: Community Project Group Presentations

Summer (A) Course

Required Reading Material

1. TBD: Class Vote on Summer Reading Topic. It will be decided at the end of Spring.

Course Grading

A

ttendance and Individual 10 pts
participation
English Teaching Individual 20 pts
Community , Individual 20 pts
research project

. v Proi

Spring Commymty roject Group 30 pts
Implementation
Journals Individual 20 pts

Attendance & Participation (10 Points — Individual): Even though this course will not take place in a
traditional classroom setting, this is a course and you are receiving academic credits so you are expected
to be on time, prepared, and actively participate in every aspect of the class — this includes activities that
may not be listed here in the syllabus. Failure to attend trips and teaching will result in a failing grade for
the course. See the Honor’s College attendance policy for study abroad trips below:

e 1 Unexcused Absence is defined as a student not being present for more than half a day's
activities/lectures

e Absences for sickness and medical situations are considered Excused Absences as long as the
student is communicative with the Faculty Director and/or Program Assistant

e 3 Unexcused Absences will result in a deduction of a letter grade in IDH 4008

o 4 Unexcused Absences will result in an F letter grade in IDH 4008 and dismissal from the
program. Any student receiving an F for attendance would be required to travel home
immediately at their own expense.

Community Project Implementation (20 Points — Group): Students will implement their respective
community projects developed over the Spring semester. Students will be evaluated on: Effective
Implementation/Adaptability (5 pts), Cultural Relevance (5 pts), Collaboration (5 pts), and Reflection (5

pts).

English Teaching (20 Points - Individual): This service-learning portion is essential, not only to your
learning, but to the learning of Cambodian students. Students will therefore be expected to (and
evaluated on):



e Beontime.

e Be sensitive to the Cambodian students’ academic level, experience, and culture.

e Have a positive attitude, be flexible, and adapt to ensure Cambodian students are learning and
doing so in a positive and fun atmosphere.

e Collaborate with other FIU students when relevant.

o Develop carefully designed lesson plans that include clear goals and learning objectives and a
good balance of lecture and innovative hand-on exercises.

Community Research Project (30 Points - Individual): Students will select an individual (or individuals)
from the Siem Reap community to interview pertaining to Siem Reap or Cambodia and their lives and
experiences. Students will record and then write a report on their interview (800 words minimum).
Students will then give a presentation to the class about their interview and experiences gained from the
interaction with the local community. Presentations on 5/29/2026. Students will be evaluated based on:

o The breadth and originality of the interview.
e The quality (preparation, content, and delivery) of their presentation.
e Connections made to content taught in the course/experiences of the Summer course.

Suggested Topics (you can also suggest a topic to the instructors)

e The expatriate community in Siem Reap
e The U.S. presence in Siem Reap

e NGOs in Siem Reap

e Access to primary healthcare in Siem Reap
e Tourism in Siem Reap

e Social media in Cambodia

e Buddhism in Cambodia

e Economic development in Siem Reap

e Eatinginsects in Cambodia

e The education system in Cambodia

e Sports in Cambodia

e Being a tuk tuk driver in Siem Reap

e Artin of the Angkor Period

Journal (20 Points - Individual): Students will regularly journal about their experience. The goal is not
to list or describe the different activities taking place every day, but to reflect on the experience — what
surprised you, what disappointed you, what did you feel when exposed to, what makes you think about
things differently, etc. Students can write as often as wanted. The minimum, however, is 7 entries of 300
words or more each on:

e Bangkok/Thailand — 1 entry

e Halong Bay—1 entry

Hanoi — 1 entry

Saigon — 1 entry

Phnom Penh — 1 entry

e Siem Reap — 2 entries

e Final reflection of the whole trip: 600 words minimum (What just happened? What did | learn?
What did | do?)



Journal entries are to be handwritten in a journal and handed to the professor throughout the
trip on specific dates (TBA, based on final itinerary). Students will be evaluated based on:

e Meeting the requirements (entry length and numbers)
e The reflective aspect of the entries (as opposed to descriptive)
e The breadth of the reflections

Summer Course Itinerary

*Subject to change at will

Fri. May 01 Depart Miami

Sat. May 02 Arrival into Bangkok no later than midnight of May 06, 2025

Sun. May 03 Orientation City Tour of Grand Palace Bangkok

Tour of Wat Po, Reclining Buddha & Jim Thompson House

Mon. May 04 Tour of old capital of Ayuthaya and Bang Pa In Summer Palace
Tue. May 05 Flight from Bangkok to Phnom Penh

Wed. May 06 Tour of Phnom Penh to include S-21, Choeung Ek and National Museum
Thu. May 07 Overland by bus from Phnom Penh to HCMC, VN, transfer to hotel
Fri. May 08 City tour of Ho Chi Minh City

Sat. May 09 Tour of Cu Chi Tunnels

Sun. May 10 Cultural Exchange Day with Saigon HotPots Vietnamese students
Mon. May 11 Flight to Hanoi, Transfer to hotel

Tue. May 12 Hanoi City tour

Wed. May 13 Travel to Ninh Binh Province for tour, return to Hanoi

Thu. May 14 Travel to Halong Bay for overnight cruise

Fri. May 15 Return from Halong Bay to Hanoi

Sat. May 16 Cultural Exchange Day with e-Buddies Vietnamese university students
Sun. May 17 Flight from Hanoi to Siem Reap. Cambodia, transfer to hotel

Mon. May 18 Morning Free, teaching in afternoon

Tue. May 19 Touring and afternoon teaching English

Wed. May 20 Touring and afternoon teaching English

Thu. May 21 Touring and afternoon teaching English

Fri. May 22 Touring Landmine clearing project and afternoon teaching English
Sat. May 23 Free Day, no activities

Sun. May 24 PTTC Students home tour

Mon. May 25 Tour of Angkor Crafts School, teaching in afternoon

Tue. May 26 Morning Free, teaching in afternoon

Wed. May 27 Morning free, teaching in afternoon

Thu. May 28 Morning touring and teaching in afternoon

Fri. May 29 Morning touring and teaching in afternoon with farewell in evening
Sat. May 30 Trip to Koulen Mountain park

Sun. May 31 Flight back to Bangkok afternoon/evening free—end of program
Mon. Jun 01 Flights back to US





